
Reception New Curriculum Plans 2020/21 

 

 AUTUMN  SPRING  SUMMER  

EYFS  MONSTERS & ME 

En: Instructions – spider sandwich, gruffalo 

crumble, messy area, factual writing – monstrous 

beings 

Book list: Spider sandwiches, The bog baby, 

Monster mess, 12 terrible things, Creepy 

monsters sleepy monsters, The colour monster, 

The Gruffalo, Where the Wild Things Are, ten 

little monsters (maths link). Letter – Dear Santa… 

 

Ma: Place value to 5, sorting, comparing, time – 

follow White rose maths termly. 

 

Sc: Plants, including humans, seasonal changes, 

habitats of monsters, Monster melting, 

exploding, slime etc. Identifying and classifying. 

 

G: Locational Knowledge: School key terms, 

church, park, home, school – Where do I live? 

Draw local area map. 

 

H: What can you do now that you couldn’t as a 

baby? Special memories, ‘Little people, big 

dreams’ book. 

 

DT: Cooking and nutrition/follow instructions, 

monstrous menu for monster ball, monster bake 

off, running stitch monster/monster puppets 

(upside down gloves). 

 

Art: Self-portraits (half monster), design own 

monster, spring collage, colour mixing, handprint 

monsters. Simple rubbings, natural patterns, 

cutting, gluing and manipulation. 

 

Mu: Singing, playing instruments, listen to 

recorded music 

BEAR’S BIG ADVENTURE 

En: Making Marks in T1a. Descriptions of bears. Writing 

letters to Paddington/different story bears. 

Book list: Hands off my honey!, Bear snores on, Biscuit 

bear, We’re going on a bear hunt, Brown bear, brown 

bear what do you see?, The bear who stared, Paddington, 

any Eric Carle, One bear at a bedtime (maths link). See 

separate lists. 

 

Ma: Addition and subtraction to 5 and 10, place value to 

10, shape and space - follow White rose maths termly. 

 

Sc: Observe, describe & compare species of bears. 

Experiments – gummy bears, hibernating bears, how does 

a bear stay warm? Bears healthy diet – marmalade 

sandwiches only? 

 

G: Location: school & home. Where in the world do 

different bears live? E.g Grizzly, polar, koala etc.  

 

H: Personal history. Old and new teddy bears. Memory 

box, Chinese New Year, Holi and Easter. 

 

DT: Use blocks and multilink to build models in the 

construction. Use cardboard boxes/junk modelling, 

sellotape etc to create their own bear caves. Make 

porridge for the 3 bears or bake biscuit bear. Use natural 

resources or the outside provision to build an obstacle 

course for the bears. 

 

Art: Collage different textures, brown, grizzly, artic bears. 

Pencil pressure (thick and thin), printing, playdough and 

clay. 

Mu: Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear. If you go down to the 

woods,  

 

P.E: Movement - bears/Outdoor area/Balance etc 

ALL CREATURES GREAT & SMALL 

En: Letter and story writing. Non-fiction fact 

leaflets. Labels, posters for environment. 

Book list: What the ladybird heard, Pig’s egg, A 

squash and a squeeze, The ant and the 

grasshopper, Commotion in the ocean, Farmer 

Duck, Rumble in the jungle, Rainbow fish, Tadpoles 

promise, Super worm, The very greedy bee, 

Norman the slug, ten little lovebugs. 

 

Ma: Patterns, counting on and back, place value to 

20, measures – White rose maths. 

 

Sc: Animals, similarities & differences. Mini beast 

hunt, whose poo is this, who lives here? Life cycles. 

 

G: Maps, globes, plans, locational/directional 

language. Habitats (jungle, rainforest, plains etc), 

compare weather. Sort &classify. 

 

H: Personal event timeline and memory box recap. 

 

DT: Animal sculptures, cooking using farm produce 

 

Art: Printing, junk model farms, sea creatures, 

Henri Rousseau animal painting, weaving and wax 

resist.  

 

Mu: All things bright & beautiful song, animal 

sounds, jungle noises, Old McDonald 

 

P.E: Movement – jungle dance, animal travel. 

 

Co: Complete simple programme e.g drawing tool 

on IWB or interactive game 

 

R.E: F5 Which places are special and why? F1 



P.E: movement – Balance, manipulation etc. 

Monsters Inc/monster mash. 

 

Co: Using tech - monstrous selfies, recognise 

common uses of information technology, use 

technology safely 

 

R.E: F4 Being special. F2 Incarnation (Christmas) 

 

PSHE: Relationships - What is the same and 

different about us? Who is special to us?  

 

EVENT – Monster ball/Monster mash dance! 

 

 

Co: Investigating calculators, telephones, cameras, ipads. 

Set homework – technology in the home? 

 

R.E: F6 Which stories are special and why? F3 Salvation 

(Easter) 

 

PSHE: Health and Wellbeing - What helps us stay healthy? 

Living in the Wider World - What can we do with money? 

 

EVENT – Teddy bears picnic 

Bake sale 

Creation, How can we care for our wonderful 

world? 

 

PSHE: Health and Wellbeing - Who helps to keep us 

safe? 

Living in the Wider World - How can we look after 

each other and the world? 

 

EVENT – Ugly bug ball! Caterpillars/butterflies to 

hatch? 

 

TRIP – Yorkshire Wildlife park? 

Zoo lab? 

(Farms, sea creatures, zoo safari, minibeasts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 EYFS SCIENCE   

  Autumn  

Monsters and Me  
 

  

Spring  

Bear’s Big Adventure  

 

 
 

Summer  

All Creatures Great and Small  

 

  How do I care for a baby plant? (growing 

plants and planting them)  

What plants can I grow at home and school? 

(research)   

 

What makes a fantastic beast? (animals and  

their features including diets) Which 

‘monsters’ live in our school  

grounds? (mini beasts)  

How do I care for a baby animal, plant and 

human? (hatching eggs and looking after 

our fish)  

Whose poo is this? (Identifying and 

classifying)   

Identifying animals as you encounter them 

in stories, in the wild, in non-fiction books, 

through the news etc.  (Identifying and 

classifying)  

 

Where do bears live? (living things and 

environment, concern for living things 

and environment)   

Can we have a pet bear? (comparing 

Clayton to other environments; how to 

keep safe)  

Do all bears look the same? (similarities 

and differences)  

Should bears just eat marmalade 

sandwiches for a healthy diet? (healthy 

diet) 

 

 

 

EYFS GEOGRAPHY   

  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  



Autumn 

 

Monsters and Me  

 

Spring 

Big Bears Adventure 

 

Summer  

All Creatures Great and Small 

  
  

Where do bears live? (living things and environment, 

concern for living things and environment)   

Can we have a pet bear? (comparing Heaton to other 

environments; how to keep safe)  

  

Where do I live?  

What is special about where I live? 

Special places where I live – where are they? 

Let’s go for walk to find our special place locally 

Finding where I live on a United Kingdom Map 

 

Geographical features of local area 

Human and physical features 

Draw local area map. 

Where do different animals live? 

Which animals live on land sea or air? 

Why do some animals live in hot/cold places? 

What animals live near you? 

Sort and Classify animals 

Animals that live on farms, homes, wild – woods and 

forests?  

 

EYFS Geography – to be worked into termly plans by Reception Teachers 

Locational knowledge Place knowledge Places of significance Human geography Physical 

geography 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Name and locate areas 

within the school and its 

grounds; begin to name 

and locate areas in the 

environment 

immediately outside 

home and school.   

Identify and talk 

about aspects of 

the human and 

physical geography 

of the school, and 

of the wider world 

as experienced 

through holidays, 

books, photos 

/pictures etc., 

noting similarities 

and differences. 

Our home, our school, 

St Barnabas’ Church, 

Lister Park 

Key terms: school,  

cloakroom, toilets, 

outside play area, 

playground, 

classroom, topic area, 

hall, dining hall, 

office, Mrs Smith’s 

office, library, church, 

road, village, shop 

Key terms: 

garden, fields, 

park 

Use simple locational and directional language (e.g. 

here, there, above, below, next to) to describe the 

location of people, objects or places. 

 

Understand maps and globes show location and show 

interest in using them. 

 

Create simple maps and plans, paintings, drawings and 

models of observations of known and imaginary 

landscapes  

 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 

the geography of the school and its grounds. 

 

 EYFS HISTORY 

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
  



Autumn  

Monsters and Me  
 

  

Spring 

Bears Big Adventure  
 

 

Summer  
  

 All Creatures Great & Small 

 

To talk about past and present events  

in their own lives and in the lives of family members; 

to know about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions  

Who lives in your family?  

What things couldn't you do when you were a baby 

but that you can do now?   

What are your special memories?  

When did they happen? 

What did you do at the weekend?  

 

Why do Sikh’s and Hindu’s Diwali? Why do Sikh’s 

and Hindu’s celebrate Guru Nanak’s birthday?  Why 

do Christian’s celebrate Christmas?  

  

To talk about past and present events in their 

own lives and in the lives of family members; to 

know about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions  

 

What does our memory box tell us about us?  

 

Can we create our own ‘Little people, big 

dreams’ book? 

 

Why do we celebrate Chinese New Year?  

Why do Sikh’s and Hindu’s celebrate Holi?  

Why do Christian’s celebrate pancake day?  

Why do Christian’s celebrate Easter?  

To talk about past and present events in their own 

lives and in the lives of family members; to know 

about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, and among families, 

communities  

and traditions  

 

Can you create a simple timeline of the big events 

that have happened in your own life? 

Can you look through our memory box and talk 

about the items you find in there? 

 

Why do Muslims fast during Ramadam?  

Why do we celebrate May Day at CVPS?  

Why do Muslims celebrate Eid?  

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  



EYFS  DESIGN BRIEF (DT) 

  Autumn  

Monsters and Me  

  

Spring  

Big bears adventure 

 

Summer  

All creatures great and small 

   

Challenges to 

solve 

The monster needs an exercise circuit to use up 

his energy? We need a training station to get fit 

ready for our adventure.  Can you make one? 

The monster likes crunchy snacks that are 

tasty. Can you make a snack to stop his tummy 

rumbling? 

We are going on an adventure. What shall 

we take to eat? 

How will we remember how to get back? 

Can we make a memory of what we have 

seen on our adventure? 

The creatures have nowhere to live.  Can 

you make them a home?  

Background 

research and 

design 

Discuss what they are doing during 

investigative play,  

Explore, play with and disassemble a variety of 

made items, kits and found items. 

Discuss what they are doing during 

investigative play,  

Explore, play with and disassemble a variety 

of made items, kits and found items. 

Discuss what they are doing during 

investigative play,  

Explore, play with and disassemble a 

variety of made items, kits and found items. 
Skill for life – 

make 

Each area across 

the year and in 

each term. 

Make it, build it 

Structures 

Use finger gym activities to strengthen 

grip before manipulating one handed 

equipment e.g. scissors. 

Use blocks and multilink to build models 

in the construction area. 

Use cardboard boxes / junk modelling, 

sellotape etc. to create their own structures. 

Sort materials according to how they look and 

feel. 

Mechanisms 

Can you build a monster / cart to pull the 

monster about, a play area for the monster to 

exercise on etc.? 

Use hammers safely to break ice, hammer into 

pumpkin, potatoes, soft wood etc. 

Use scissors to cut and shape paper and thin 

card. 

Can talk about how they made an item.  

Come dine with me! 

Can handle a knife and fork correctly. 

Can peel a banana. 

Can put a topping onto a cracker or rice 

cake. 

Can butter bread and spread a filling. 

Can use fingers to rub crumble ingredients. 

Can use a spoon to move fillings for a 

crumble. 

Use finger gym to move things from place to 

place with spoons of different sizes, 

tweezers, forks. 

Can use a knife to cut soft fruit – bananas.  

Can use spoons to transfer soft fruit into a 

container for smoothie. 

Can talk about the changes in the fruit 

between being whole and then into pulp for 

a smoothie. 

Name the tools they are using. 

Spread, cut and pour simple items. 

Use role play such as dough, sand, water 

etc. to practice D.T. skills such as pouring 

Make do and mend. 

Explore a range of materials. 

Manipulate fabric to go over and under. 

Use different materials to create a pattern 

with glue, staples, split pins, paper clips 

etc. 

Use the finger gym threading to sew a 

pattern on the peg boards. 

In provision, develop small motor skills 

threading a variety of items e.g. straws, 

buttons, cotton reals, tissue etc. 

In provision, thread patterns on thick card 

with holes punched in.  

Develop fine motor skills through a range of 

activities in provision – threading, tracing, 

pegboards. 

Can talk about how they made an item.  

Name the tools they are using. 

Discuss the purpose – (who, what and use) 

of what they made.  

Explain what they are making. 

  

  

  

  



Use glue, cellotape, paper clips, split pins etc. 

to join materials.  

Name the tools they are using. 

Use a range pf experiences to begin to 

understand how things work. 

Begin to name tools and materials and talk 

about what they are used for. 

and cutting.  

Begin to name tools and materials and talk 

about what they are used for. 

Begin to understand that food comes from 

plants and animals. 

Be able to name a variety of foods. 

To sort foods into groups by a range of 

criteria e.g. colour, shape, type, like or 

dislike. 

Begin to name tools and materials and talk 

about what they are used for. 

 

 

Evaluate Talk about what they want to make, are making 

or have made.  

Begin to say what they like about something 

they or others have made. 

Talk about what they want to make, are 

making or have made.  

Begin to say what they like about something 

they or others have made.  

Review how I’ve made something and 

change it where necessary.  

Talk about what they want to make, are 

making or have made.  

Begin to say what they like about something 

they or others have made. 

The small make  

 

Finger gym – threading, putting things 

onto sticks. 

Put toppings on crackers and rice cakes 

for snack. 

Jam sandwiches for teddy bears picnic, big bears 

adventure. 

Poor a drink for teddy bears picnic. 

Stick walk round school. Children to collect 

things they find on an outdoor adventure and 

thread into elastic bands wound round a stick. 

Weave natural things in outside provision. 

With the help of an adult cut fruit and make 

smoothie. Compare different smoothies to 

see which they like best.  

The Big Make Outside provision or natural resources – 

make an assault course with large 

equipment e.g. old tyres, crates, planks, 

canes and string etc.  

Use wooden bricks and building blocks to 

create things following instructions.  

Gruffalo crumble. Create shelters, mini beast hotels etc from a 

range of materials. 

Make a big spiders web outside with string, 

wool and ribbon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EYFS ART  

  Autumn  

Monsters and Me 
 

 

Spring  

Bear’s big adventure  

 

Summer  

All creatures great and small  

 

Skills        

  Drawing      

  Begin to use a variety of simple drawing 

tools.  

 

Use drawing to tell a story. 

Investigate different lines – thick and thin. 

 

Understand that adding/reducing 

pressure when using pencils creates a 

different effect. 

Experiment with line by creating self-

portraits. 

  Painting     

  Learn the names of primary colours. 

 

Learn the names of tools used to create 

colour – brush, palette, water pot etc.   

 

Experiment informally with colour mixing. 

  

Use a range of tools to make coloured 

marks on paper. 

 Understand that different media can be 

combined to create new effects – wax 

resist, drawing on photographs. 

 

  Printmaking      

  Make simple rubbings. 

 

Create patterns using natural objects. 

 

Use simple symmetry in print. 

Surface printing using a variety of 

natural and manmade objects. 

Create repeating patterns using natural 

objects. 

 

Block printing with primary colours. 

 

Design and create patterns using 

natural objects. 

 

  

  

  

  

  



  Textiles / Collage      

 Handling, manipulating, cutting, gluing and 

enjoying using materials. 

Create simple collages using a range of 

media. 

Simple weaving using paper. 

Outdoor weaving using ribbon. 

  Sculpture / 3D form      

 Handling, feeling, enjoying and 

manipulating materials inc dough.  

Manipulating materials - shape and 

model with playdough and clay with 

more accuracy.. 

Constructing and building using recycled 

materials – boxes, wire, paper, bottles 

etc. 

 

Evaluation Review what they and others have done 

and say what they think and feel 

about it. 

Review what they and others have done 

and say what they think and feel 

about it. 

Talk about what they might change in 

their current work or develop in their 

future work. 

Topic links        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


