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WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES AND DREAMS

WHAT ARE YOUR DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE?




WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO WHEN YOU
GROW UP? e




THE THREE TREES

* THE STORY TODAY IS A TRADITIONAL FOLK TALE ABOUT THREE TREES
THAT HAD PLANS AND DREAMS ABOUT THEIR FUTURE.
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Ay 1 o TIMETO THINK

* THINK ABOUT OUR STORY. ALL THREE TREES STARTED OFF LIVING
VERY ORDINARY LIVES. THE FIRST TWO WANTED TO BE MADE INTO
GRAND AND IMPRESSIVE OBJECTS. BUT IT TURNED OUT THAT THEY
ALL ENDED UP BEING MADE INTO VERY SIMPLE OBJECTS WHICH
PLAYED A VERY IMPORTANT PART IN THE LIFE AND DEATH OF
SOMEONE VERY SPECIAL AND EXTRAORDINARY.
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QUESTION AND ANSWER

* WHO COULD THAT PERSON BE?

* CAN YOU REMEMBER WHAT THE FIRST TREE WAS MADE
INTO?

* WHAT HAPPENED TO THE SECOND TREE?
* WHAT BECAME OF THE THIRD TREE?



* THE FIRST TREE, THE ANIMAL'S FEEDBOX OR MANGER, REALISED
THAT IT WAS HOLDING THE GREATEST TREASURE IN THE WORLD
AND OF COURSE THAT TREASURE WAS THE BABY JESUS.




* THE SECOND TREE, THE LITTLE BOAT, KNEW IT WAS
CARRYING THE KING OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND OF

COURSE THAT KING WAS JESUS WHEN HE WAS A MAN.
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€ fo Reflect

* NOW LET'S THINK ABOUT THE THIRD TREE WHICH WAS MADE INTO
A CROSS. THAT TREE FELT UGLY, HARSH AND CRUEL ON FRIDAY
WHEN JESUS DIED ON IT, BUT SOMETHING AMAZING AND

EXTRAORDINARY HAPPENED TO JESUS ON THE SUNDAY MORNING,
WHEN THE SUN ROSE.

* | WONDER WHO CAN TELL ME WHAT THAT AMAZING EVENT WAS?2 ©
« IF YOU WERE THAT TREE, HOW WOULD YOU FEEL? &
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* THE STORY SAYS THAT THE TREE KNEW THAT GOD’S LOVE HAD
CHANGED EVERYTHING. WE KNOW THAT SPECIAL SUNDAY WAS
EASTER DAY. WE SEE THE SYMBOL OF THE CROSS IN LOTS OF
PLACES ROUND THE WORLD. THE CROSS REMINDS US THAT JESUS
CAME ALIVE AGAIN AND TO THINK OF GOD. (SHOW LARGE
CROSS). HAVE A THINK ABOUT WHERE ELSE YOU MIGHT SEE
CROSSES. THEY COME IN ALL KINDS OF SHAPES AND SIZES.
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* IN THE STORY, EACH TREE HAD A PLAN FOR ITS FUTURE, BUT IT SEEMED THAT GOD
HAD A DIFFERENT PLAN FOR THEM. INITIALLY, GOD’S PLAN DID NOT SEEM AS
EXCITING AS THEIR ORIGINAL PLANS, BUT, EVENTUALLY, GOD USED EACH ONE OF
THEM TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT PART IN THE LIFE OF JESUS, FROM HIS BIRTH TO HIS

DEATH.

WE ALL HAVE HOPES AND DREAMS FOR OUR FUTURES AND THAT IS A GOOD THING.
IF APPROPRIATE, ADD THAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE, IF THEY ASK GOD, HE WILL SHOW )
THEM HIS PLANS FOR THEIR FUTURE.
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PRAYER

DEAR GOD.

HELP US TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE THREE TREES, TO
UNDERSTAND THAT WE DON’T HAVE TO BE THE BEST IN ORDER TO
DO OUR BEST FOR OTHER PEOPLE. WE DON’T HAVE TO LOOK
IMPRESSIVE OR GRAND IN ORDER TO SHOW KINDNESS. THE TREES
WERE MADE INTO SIMPLE THINGS AND THEY WERE NOT GRAND OR
IMPRESSIVE BUT HAD A GREAT PURPOSE

HELP US TO REMEMBER THAT WE HAVE DREAMS FOR OURSELVES
AND WHATEVER WE BECOME GOD WILL GUIDE US.

AMEN.
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