
Reading Thursday 4th February 2021 

What’s in a Word 

The word ‘refugee’ has a very special meaning, and is different to the word ‘immigrant’. 

An ‘immigrant’ or ‘migrant’ is someone who has deliberately moved to anew country (immigrant) or 

another part of their home country (migrant) because it is what they wanted to do – it was their 

choice. There are lots of reasons why people want to move to a new part of the world. They may 

want to live in a nicer house (like Dena’s parents) or somewhere with more trees, they may have 

found a brand new job, or they may simply want to be closer to people they love.  

But a ‘refugee’ is not an ‘immigrant’ or a ‘migrant’, because they have been forced to leave their 

homes and countries suddenly, and risk a chance of death if they do not do so. According to 

international law, it is legal to leave your country to try and find safety in another country – and to 

travel as far as you need to until you find a home.  

This page is written at the end of The Boy at the Back of the Class by the author, Onjali K. Rauf. 

Retrieve 

 What is the meaning of the word ‘refugee’? _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Give 2 reasons someone may become a migrant: 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

Infer 

 Why do you think Onjali K. Rauf included this information at the end of the book? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

              ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarise the whole book in 20 words (!). 

     

     

     

     



 


