Reading Wednesday 3" February 2021

Chapter 26-The Present

It’s been two weeks since we were all in the newspapers and received the Queen’s letter and, in lot of
ways, things feel just like they did before. Mum doesn’t walk me to the bus stop any more, and
strangers have stopped staring at us with funny looks on their faces, and I’m still hoping to win first
prize for my photosynthesis plant, even though Ahmet’s plant is growing faster than everyone else’s
again. He is teaching me some words in Kurdish like ‘grow more’ and ‘grow up’ and ‘I love you lots’,
and | think it’s working!

But in lots of other ways, things aren’t normal at all. Aunt Christina comes round much more often
and she buys me presents too. | think she like us now because we were in the newspapers. | still don’t
like her. Whenever she comes, | ignore her and make Uncle Lenny play Scrabble with me and Mum
like he used to.

Mr and Mrs Rashid from the floor below have invited Mum ad me for dinner this weekend which
means Mum might have a new best friend.

Retrieve/Infer

What has changed? What has stayed the same?

Why is Ahmet teaching Alexa Kurdish?

Until Ms Duncan says ‘A very happy birthday, Alexa’ in the last chapter, we don’t know the narrator’s
name or gender. How did you imagine the narrator? Were you surprised when you found out she
was a girl? Why do you think the author decided to hide her name and gender until the very end?




