
Literacy Lesson 

Tuesday 12th January 2021 



Today we are learning to write a 
setting description. 

• By the end of this lesson you will know some top tips for a great 
setting description. 

• You will be able to use these top tips in your own writing. 

• You will be able to edit and improve your own writing. 



Top Tip 1: Show but don’t tell! 
When you are writing your description you can describe what 
the character can see, hear, smell and describe how they are 
feeling. This will show the reader what the setting is like 
without directly telling them. 

So instead of… It was an Autumn day when she walked 
through the woods you could say… As she walked along she 
kicked the crunchy leaves that coated the floor and with each 
kick there was a shower of red, yellow, brown and gold. 

Both sentences describe an Autumn setting but one is more 
interesting and shows rather than tells. 



Let’s have a look at some more 
examples… 
Instead of telling the reader ‘She was cold’ 
 

We could say… 

The young girl pulled her coat tighter around her, her teeth 
chattered and her lips were turning blue. 

 

This is a much more interesting way of letting the reader 
know that the girl is cold. 



Let’s have a go ourselves! 
Can you think of a ‘show don’t tell’ sentence to replace this 
one.  

 

It was a Winter’s day when the boy set off on his journey. 
 

How can we say that it is Winter without actually telling the 
reader it is? Think about describing the weather and how the 
boy could be feeling or what he might be wearing. 



Top Tip 2: Use similes 

This just means to say something is like something else for 
example… 
 
• The volcano was like an angry dragon spitting out fire. 
• The girl was as brave as a lion. 
• The trees branches were like spindly fingers reaching out to grab 

you. 
• The clouds were like candyfloss. 
• The snow covered the earth like a blanket. 
• The Queen’s face was as white as snow. 
• The boy’s hair was as black as coal. 



Your turn… 

Can you think of some similes to finish these sentences… 

 

• The shadows were scary like …. 
• The penguin was funny like … 

• The water was as cold as … 

 

 



Use the top tips to  
describe this 
setting… 
 
Remember to show 
don’t tell. 
 
Use similes to say 
what things are like 
 


