
What is a Religion? 
Why do some people believe in God and others do not? 

Lesson 4 
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Looking at each of the parts  

Religion 

doing 

stories 

guidance 

big 
thinking 

experience 

organisation 

material 

doing 

Can you think of some 

actions carried out by 

followers of religions? 

 

Examples to get you 

started are: 

Ringing a bell during 

worship (Hinduism) 

Participating in a seder 

meal (Judaism) 

Taking part in a baptism 

ceremony (Christianity) 



Looking at each of the parts  

Religion 
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Can you remember some 

religious stories that are 

told to explain things to 

followers? 

 

Examples are: 

Parables explain many 

Christian teachings 

(Christianity) The story of 

the first revelation of the 

Qur’an explains how the 
Qur’an came to be (Islam) ©
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Looking at each of the parts  
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stories 

guidance 

big 
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Now suggest some 

teachings and rules about 

the right way to live. 

 

Some examples: 

Teaching about karma 

(Hinduism) 

10 Commandments 

(Christianity/Judaism) 



Looking at each of the parts  

organisation 

material 
big 

thinking 

experiencing 

See if you can suggest 

some examples for each of 

these parts too. 
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Make notes on your 

worksheet next to each 

section. Press pause until 

you are finished. Then 

compare your answers 

with mine. 

 



Looking at each of the parts  

organisation 
Arrangements within the 

community, for example 

who belongs to it and who 

the leaders are. 
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The Pope (leader 

of the Catholic 

church). 

Imam (Islam). 

Priest (Hinduism). 

Vicar/minister 

(Christianity). 

 



Looking at each of the parts  

experiencing 
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A person’s inner feeling 
that are powerful. 

 

Love.  

Awe. 

A bond with your 

religious 

community. 

Strong emotions as 

a result of prayer or 

worship. 



Looking at each of the parts  

material 
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Actual items such as holy 

places or artefacts. 

 

Places of worship for 

example church 

(Christianity), Mosque 

(Islam), Mandir 

(Hinduism).  

Artefacts including prayer 

beads (many faiths), holy 

water (many faiths). 

 



 

What happens when you 

die? Heaven and hell 

(Christianity); the cycle of 

birth and rebirth 

(Hinduism). 

 

Looking at each of the parts  

big 
thinking 

Ideas about the big 

questions of life. 
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People’s views 

A range of things can build up people’s worldviews. For many 
people, but not everyone, religion has a part to play in building a 

person’s view. Influences may come from a range 

of sources including family background,  

religious experience and stories and guidance 

from religious texts as we have discussed 

today. 
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Next week we will look at both religious and  

non-religious worldviews. 


