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Heaton St. Barnabas CE Primary  

History Policy May 2021 - 2023  

  

Aims  

We believe that a high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge 

and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ 
curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive 

questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and 

judgement.   

  

History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 

diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity 

and the challenges of their time. At St Barnabas CE Primary we believe that pupils should 

relish learning about local history and how it has affected places and people linked to their 

own lives. It can help them to gain an understanding of their own cultural roots and shared 

inheritance.   

   

Aims  

  

Children will:  

  

• Make links to Geographical study, and to previous learning, to develop their 

understanding of heritage.   

• Draw comparisons and make connections between the present and the past in Heaton, 

and the towns and cities beyond, and then the wider world.   

• Develop an excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts 

from a range of chronological historical periods, significant historical periods in British 

history, local history relevant to Bradford and the surrounding area and of historical 

concepts and processes.  

• Be given the opportunity to think critically about history and communicate ideas very 

confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.  

• Develop the ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and 

other’s views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from 

a range of sources. Record and present their findings in a range of different ways.  

• Gain a passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops 

their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people 

interpret the past in different ways.  

• Develop a respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use 

of it to support their explanations and judgements  

• A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high 

quality research across a range of history topics.  
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Teachers will:  

  

• Instil a sense of identity through learning about historical development of Britain, 

Europe and the world.  

• Help to increase children’s knowledge and understanding of other countries, societies, 

cultures and religions, whilst comparing them to their own.  

• Deepen and develop of love of learning of the history around them.  

• Use history to enrich other areas of the curriculum.  

• Encourage children to become confident, enthusiastic and effective learners of history.  

• Help to develop a knowledge of chronology within which the children can organise 

their understanding of the past.  

• Develop their understanding of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by 

developing the range of skills required to interpret primary and secondary source 

materials.  

• Help to distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts.  

  

Curriculum including our local Heritage  

  

At St. Barnabas CE Primary children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes 

account of abilities, aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through 

history the children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working   

  

We believe that children should have the opportunity in history to investigate and interpret 

the past, understand chronology, build an overview of world and local history and 

communicate these changes effectively. This will be done through exciting and challenging 

learning experiences for the children. Skills, concepts and attitudes that the children should 

develop will be built upon each year, helping to deepen children’s understanding and 

knowledge.   

  

The curriculum of each year group is enriched through a variety of experiences and cross 

curricular links, in particular Geography, Art and Design and English. We plan creatively in 

order to allow the children to present their learning in different ways.   

  

 

We have created strong links with groups and individuals within the local community such as 

Cartwright Hall, Heaton Woods Trust and Salts Mill, providing us with engaging historical 

learning opportunities across the school. We are fortunate to be able to take advantage of a 

wealth of History – rich places to visit on our doorstep including Bolton Abbey, The Manor 

House, Ilkley, The Toy Museum, Salts Mill, Haworth and Cliffe Castle. Through local visits and 

studies, visitors and links with the local History groups, we are able to provide practical, 

engaging and investigative learning opportunities for all age groups whilst developing in our 

pupils an understanding of the History which has shaped the present day as they know it.  
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Reception  

History in the EYFS curriculum is not a stand-alone subject and comes under the strand 

‘Understanding the world’ which is broken up in to 3 smaller strands:  

  

• People and communities  

• The world  

• Technology  

  

The first two strands relate well to history. The early learning goal for these 2 strands are:  

   

People and communities  

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 

members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive 

to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and 

among families, communities and traditions.  

  

The World  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and 

living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants 

and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.  

  

  

Key Stage One  

  

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about the lives of significant individuals who have contributed 

to our nation’s achievements. They will also look at key events from the past both nationally 

and globally and how they have affected the way the live their lives today. This can be linked 

to festivals and other events celebrated throughout the year. Local history should play a 

significant part within the curriculum and children should be aware of significant people and 

places in their own localities.  

  

  

Key Stage Two  

  

Within key stage two children should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge 

and understanding of British, local and world history. As part of this they will identify 

connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 

terms. Children will also begin to devise historical questions and start to construct informed 

responses through research through a selection of historical sources.  
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Throughout key stage two all children will have the opportunity to study:  

  

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron age.   

• The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Britain’s settlements by Anglo Saxons and 

the Scots.  

• The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the Kingdom Of England.  

• A local history study.  

• A study of a theme in British history.  

• The achievements of early civilisations.  

• Ancient Greece.  

• A non-European society that contrasts with British History.  

  

Where possible links will be made with other parts of the curriculum to help strengthen and 

deepen skills and knowledge.  

  

  

Teaching and Learning  

  

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. Our principal aim is 

to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in an exciting and challenging 

way. We believe in whole-class teaching and also small challenge group activities, combined 

with enquiry-based research activities.   

  

We believe children learn best when:  

  

• They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts.  

• They go on visits to museums and places of interest especially linked to their local 

environment.  

• They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs and ‘real’ 
people, visitors talk about personal experiences of the past and especially those that 

are linked to the local area.  

• They listen to and interact with stories from the past.  

• They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in 

their own and other people’s lives.  

• They use drama and dance to act out historical events.  

• They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet, CD ROMs and 

DVD’s.  

• They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask 

as well as answer historical questions.  

• They are able to record and present their work in different ways and to a range of 

audiences.  

  

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we 

provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
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the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated 

by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults.  

  

Teachers will include the following in their teaching:  

• Story telling.  

• Discussion and debate.  

• Question and answer sessions.  

• Individual and group investigations/opportunities for research.  

• Use of film and TV clips.  

• Role play and drama.  

• Opportunities to use the internet.  

• Practical activities linked to art and design technology.  

  

Planning  

  

Long term planning for history is currently organised by the Senior Leaders and history lead. 

We follow and include all statutory requirements of the New National Curriculum (Sept 2014) 

alongside this we incorporate a challenge/question led history curriculum when appropriate. 

Children led topics are encouraged.  

  

Teachers in each year group will then create a medium term plan leading to weekly plans 

which will be child initiated and led where possible. Planning however will differ in each year 

group and is there to for the teacher to help progress the learning of all children.  

  

  

Assessment  

  

Teachers will undertake pre assessments at the start of each new topic and this will then feed 

into teacher’s planning for the unit generating key questions to be investigated during the 

topic. This pre assessment will then be revisited at the end of the topic. This is child initiated 

wherever possible.  

  

At St. Barnabas CE Primary School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. 

Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of 

children's work is on-going to ensure that the knowledge and skills which are being developed 

lead to securing good progress. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and 

marking work will be guided by the school's Marking Policy. Feedback can be both verbal and 

written. Summative assessment of children’s knowledge can take place through an end of unit 

piece of writing which helps to assess children’ knowledge. Historical skills will be assessed 

through observations and discussions with the children as well as work recorded in their 

history journals. Children will be involved in learning talks led by subject leaders to help ensure 

a balanced coverage of skills and knowledge.  

  

We encourage all pupils to take responsibility for their own and their peers learning. A range 

of Assessment for Learning strategies are used, for example peer marking - the children 
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regularly peer mark and are encouraged to comment on each other’s work using vocabulary 

related to the skill taught, evaluation, self -assessments (Children are encouraged to make self 

-assessments of their own work through evaluating activities and identifying what they need 

to improve), the use of talk partners and termly teacher assessments.  

   

Role of the History Subject Leader  

  

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in history is 

the responsibility of the history lead. The work of the leader also involves supporting 

colleagues in the teaching of history, being informed about current developments in the 

subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  

  

  

The Subject Leader is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in 

History through:  

• Monitoring and evaluating History.    

• Pupil progress meetings/360 Reviews to monitor progress.  

• Provision of History across the school.  

• The quality of the learning environment.  

• Taking the lead in policy development.  

• Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD.  

• Purchasing and organising resources.  

• Keeping up to date with recent History developments through their own CPD and that 

of others.  

• Monitoring and assessment of History across the whole school.  

• Leading 360 Reviews alongside SLT.   

• Supporting teachers through team teach coaching sessions.  

  

  

  

Reporting to parents  

  

Parents will receive feedback from teachers at both parent’s consultations during the school 

year. Feedback will be given in line with the schools’ current assessment system. A written 

comment will be provided in the report at the end of the summer term.  

  

Equal opportunities/inclusion  

  

We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in History 

according to their individual abilities. More able children will be identified and suitable 

learning challenges provided to deepen and strengthen their skills in history. St. Barnabas CE 

Primary School has high expectations for every child, whatever their background or 

circumstances. Children learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged.  
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In order to engage all children, cultural diversity, home languages, gender and religious beliefs 

are all celebrated. Our curriculum includes a wide range of texts and other resources which 

represent the diversity and backgrounds of different children.  

  

We recognise that parents play a large part in the education of their children. At St. Barnabas 

CE Primary School parents and staff work together in partnership to encourage the qualities, 

attitudes, knowledge, understanding and competences which are necessary to equip children 

for adult life.  

  

  

Agreed by the Curriculum Committee May 2021.  

  

 

Next Review January 2023.  
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